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PREFACE. 





URING that, paroxy{m of Brstomanta which 

was lately fo prevalent in London, it was not, 

we believe, often afked, what is the ufe or intrinfic 
value of fuch a book, how far is it capable. of afford- 
ing inftruétion or delight :—but when was it printed ? 
by whom? how many copies of it are known? If 
only one, two, or three, the value. immediately rofe 
beyond all bounds; and the book brought fuch a 
price, as the living author would meg have afked 
for ali isis library, or all his works. Before his book 
is printed, every author can tell of one work at lealt 
of which only one perfet? copy exifts, yet we do not 
hear that many of them have had fuch offers for their 
hidden treafures. Our bufinefs, however, is not ftrictly 
with either of thefe clatits. We treat nor of fcarce 
books, but of thofe which, in the eftimation of their 
authors, are rather too plentiful: and our pes is 
allotted to the recapitulation of works which, in our 


opinion never ought to be fearce; being calculated 
rather to benefit fociety by their circulation, than to 
be hoarded up in choice cabinets, as the wonder of 
collectors. 


A2 | Divinity. 

















PREFACE, 


DivINItTY. 


¢ 


It is fomewhat extraordinary, that a Leéture which 
js annual fhould be conftantly fupplied with preachers 
fo able, as thofe who have in general been appointed 
to that of Canon Bamprow, To thé calumniators 
of Oxford we wbuld boldly oppofethis faét, as-a proof 
beyond all cavil, that the moft important ftudy, that 
of Theology, is there fuccefsfully purfued. The lit 
we gave in page 52 of chis volume, of thirty Leétur- 
ers, who have performed that duty fince the com- 
mencement of the inftitution, affords a teftimony to 
this affertion which cannot be repelled; and the 
thirty firft Lecturer, Mr. Falconer, gives frefh vaiue 
to it. Vhe arguments adduced by him, in contra- 
diction to the fophiftries of Evanjon, are fuch as fixed 
our attention for a confiderable time *, and will ftand 
we doubt not, as a permanent bulwark to Gofpel 
truth, Dr. Eveleigb, whofe name ranks high in the 
honourable lift above-mentioned f, has now renewed 
and ftrengthened his claims upon the public, by a 
fet of difcourfes ¢ equal at leaft to the former, and 
no lefs acute than practical. The fermons of D/r. 

avies, of Bifhopfton, on Church Union ||, harmonize 
admirably with other efforts which have lately béen 
made, to throw light upon that important fubject. 
We fthall mention, under the head of Law, a work of 
no leis meritby alayman. By thefe repeated efforts, 
we truft it will be fon underftood, as formerly it 
was, that a church is not an arbitrary thing, which 
any fet of individuals may conftitute; bur a fo- 
ciety founded on divine authority, and enduéd with 
powers which man can neither affume nor abrogate. 
Mr, Dixon's very learned ‘and acute difcuffions, on 
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PREFACE. y 


the 68th and rioth P/alms, well deletve the atten- 
tion of all who.are verfed in Hebrew learning, and 
biblical criticifm. 

If fermons are not a profitable fpecies of publica- 
tion, it may be doubted whether we ought rather to 
admire the public fpirit,’ or lament the error, of a 
large part of the authors who fupply them. We 
notice, in.our prefates, only thofe which appear to 
be the beft; yetthefe are always. numerous, and in 


the prefent ‘initance. we have, what is unufual, no 


other works in Divinity to'mention, Mr. Fe *'s +. 
Mr. Warner’s+, and the fecond volume of Mr, 
Cooper’s practical difcourfes f, {till remain upon our 
prefent lift; and of thefe, (as their authors are not 
new to the public,) it may fuffice to fay, in this 
place, that they are equal, if not fuperior to what 
they have produced before. Of Dr. Valpy, whole 
difcourfes || have in part appeared before, and in part 
are now firft given, we have fpoken in a mixed 
manner. Of his Divinity, with which we are here 
more particularly concerned, always well; of his 
opinions on fome other fubjects, with fo much diffent, 
as to take up the argument again{t them. Let the 
public judge between us, We are anxious only for 
truth and juftice. The volume produced by the 
venerable Bifbop of Durbam§ confifts entirely of 
fermons, charges, and tracts which have before been 
given to the public. To fee them thus colleded 
muft be the wif of all who know their value; to 
give permanence to fuch produétions, and to render 
~ es eafily acceffible, is to do a real fervice to the 
ublic. 
Smaller publications in theology \ we have ufually 
clafied together. We begin at prefent with the 
iwo difcourfes of Mr. D’Oyly & publithed officially, in 


* No. III. p. 314. + No. V. po 535- ~t No. II. p. 315. 
Ne. V. p. 504. and VI, p. 609. § No. I..p. gt 
No. V. pr 453: 
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the honourable fituation of Chriftian advocate, -at- 


Cambridge. The fubjeéts are‘important, the dii- 
cuffion of them well-timed, and fo able as fully to 
juttify the appointment which the author holds. The 
firft is on a particular providence, a doétrine much 
abufed by enthufiafts; and the fecond againft Uni- 
tarianifm, the prevailing fafhion of thofe who would, 
without its aid Sies' Ge Deifts. Dr. Gray’s Ser- 
mon *, on the atrocious affaffination of Mr. Perceval, 
breathes at once the {pirit of patriotifm and of piety : 
while the juftice which it does to the exalted character 
of the minifter, increafes our abhorrence of that politica] 
frenzy which could any where, even for a moment, 
exult in fuch a crime. The friends of National 
Education will of courfe rejoice to fee the Dean of 
Worcefter eviifted in the number of its public advo- 
cates, and will read the difcourfe, preached by him 
a. his vifitations ¢, with admiration of the foundnefs 
of his arguments and the liberality of his views. 
Ocher good fermons and traéts we have noticed in 
our progrefs through this volume; but the above, 
without difparaging the others, deferve to be particu- 
larly brought to recollection. 


History. 


Among the molt curious documents illuftrative 
of Hiftory are the letters of remarkable perfonages , 
and thofe of Tippoo Sultan, tranflated by General 
Kirkpatrick , are as ftrongly charatteriftic of the 
writer as any which have ever appeared. They 
would ceftify their own genenonet, even if the 
channel through which they came were lefs refpect- 
able. But we muft turn from the tranfattions of the 
Fatt to thofe of regions nearer home. The Reform- 


* No. VI. p. 646. + As Arebdeacen of Berks. No. VI. p. 6 
¢ No. 1. p. 60. continued from Vol, 33. p. 556. iad 
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eiton of Religion ix Scotland had never found an hif= 
torian fo accurate or fo impartial as it deferved, till 
Dr. Cook, of Laurence-kirk took up the tafk*. That 
he has executed it to our fatisfaction, and to his own 
credit, is teftified by, the articles which we have 
publithed on the fubjed&t. If we did not always 
adopt his opinions, we no where found occaficn to 
ceniure the hiftorian. Mr. Bigland takes us to Sprint, 
and in a well digefted narrative gives us the reiult 
of its moft authentic hiftories, As the theatre of 
Britith glory may it employ the pens of fature hiftos 
rians! The hiftory of our own country we fee for 
the fecond time undertaken by a foreigner; the model 
is French, borrowed from the celebrated abridge- 
ment of Henault; to which, it AZ Bertrand de 
Molevillet, had more clofely adhered, his work 
would have been ftill more valuable. It is, however, 
a creditable performance, and we hope will gain the 
author emolument as well as praife. From the 
hiltory of England, we defcend to the hiftory of a 
fingle Feftival js which, however, Mr. Ly/ons has 
contrived to render. interefting, by his mode of 
treating it. He has connected it with the hiftory of 
the provifion for the parochial clergy, of which it 
poiats out the deficiencies, in a ftriking manner. 


Topocrapny and ANnTIQuITiE£s. 


The clofe of an extenfive and valuable work is an 
epocha in bibliographical annals, and to this point 
we have now brought the copious and very curious 
biflory of Leicefterfoire, the work of Mr. Fobn 
Nichols §, Acs. beginnings were coincident with our 
feventh volume, and its conclufion with our thirty- 


* No. II. p. 213. and V. 4 + No. III. p. 


! 0. 12. 
t No. VI. p. 592. | The Gicting of the Choirs of Clovceper, 


WorceRer, and Hereford. See No. V1. p. 574. § No. V1. p. 618, 
A 4 ninth ; 
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ninth; 2 long and laborious progrefs. . But aur 
wifhes for its fuccefs are already fuperfluous, It 
ranks, even now, not only among the beft; but even 
the fcarceft works on Britifh Topography. In the 
mean time, the fame indefatigable exertion has given 
new life to the Wortbies of Fuller *, and has enriched 
thofe ufeful volumes by many judicious additions. 
In purfuing the progrefs of the + Afatic Re/earches 
we have again had occafion to notice the frauds of 
the Brahmins, in copying the events of the hiftory of 
Chrift. From thefe forged records, we turn with 
pleafure to the other contents of the volume; and 
rejoice to fee the work continued with fpirit and 
ability. Of Dr. Hales’s elaborate fyftem of Chro- 
nology t, we have yet examined only the beginning. 
But from this we augur well of the reft, and expeé 
to find our labour fully compenfated by the perufal. 
Compared with thefe refearches into the beginnings 
of time, literary antiquities feem perfectly modern. 
Yet they have their ufe as well as their attraétion ; 
beth of which will doubtlefs be acknowledged 


by thofe who fhall examine J/r. Belce’s work upon 
the fubje f. 


Travers, and Grocrapny. 


It belongs to the North Americans, certainly, to 
explore the Weftern parts of their own continent, 
and difficult as the refearch is, they have not been 
untuccefsful in it. Major Pike is the lateft of their 
travellers, and was fent officially to explore 4. His 
work has been republifhed here, and contains much 
novel.information. Into the regions of Greece, a 


: No, III. p. 283. + No, I. p. r. and No. III. p. 26r. 
~ No. VI. P» $49. =|] Anecdotes of Literature and fearce books. 


Vol. 5 No. Ill. p. 251, =‘The Oth is now completed at the 
prefs, andis tobe the laft. — § No, II. pe 518. . 
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never-failing fource of gratification to claffical readers, 
we are again concudted by Mr. Gell*. To future 
travellers the information contained in this Jtinerary 
will be of material fervice: A very different Archi- 
pelago from that ofisGreece is defcribed by Ar. 
Landt, the remote iflands of Feroe or Ferro +, fubject 
to. Denmark, and lying between Iceland and the 
Shetland Ifes. A refidence of feveral years enabled 
the author to make more exaét obfervations than had 
hitherto been. made,’ and, as correct .accounts are 
always valuable, his .book undoubtedly. deferved 
to be tranflated, humble as the fubject of his 
narrative may be efteemed. F.ven the little 
ifland of Heligoland (or Helgoland, as there printed) 
has at length found a defcriber}, and the ac- 
count is fo far curious, as it differs from any. thing 
which can be feen in other places; or perhaps even 
there, fince the change of its political connections. 

Of the Spanifh colonies in the Weft Indies, and 
on the neighbouring continent, a fatisfactory account 
is given by Mr. Walter |, who was there in an 
official capacity. The work is of a kind which mutt 
be acceptable, though the addition which it makes to 
our previous knowledge may not be very extenfive. 
The Geography, of the ancient World has never had 
amore profound. inveftigator than the celebrated 
D' Anville, and that his abridged fyftem fhould now 
for the firft time make its appearance in our lan- 
guage §, is.not a little extraordinary; It is however 
to be welcomed as an ufeful book. 


Po.itics. 


The able work of Captain Pafley §, is perhaps 
more ftrictly military than political, yet to adopt 


* No. III. p. 235. + No. II, p. 169. t No. VI. p. 653. 
f No. 1, p. 199. § Ibid, No. V. p. 48a, and Vi. 
P- 598. 
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or reject it, wholly or in parts mult be the office 
of the profound politician. Aftonifhed at the bold- 
nefs of many of its views, we have endeavoured to 
give at leait a candid account of it; the reft we 
leave to thofe who are more able or more authorized 
to decide upon it. The fpeech of Mr. Wellefley 
Pole, on the fubjeét of Ireland *, developes, 10 our 
opinion, fome remarkable political manoeuvres. We 
mention it therefore again, for the further confidera- 


tion of our readers. So barren, in the prefent volume, 
has been our political harveft. 


Law. 


Though ecclefiaftical law has not often been within 
our contemplation, when we have entered upon this 
article of our preface, we purpolely open it at prefent 
with a work intended to develope the foundations of 
that law. This is Mr. Barwick’s Treatife on Church 
government +, than which a better digefted or better 
argued tract has. not often appeated. We place it 
here, to render it the more confpicuous ; as we would 
not omit any effort in our power to make it the ob- 
ject of attention. On its circulation more may de- 
a than the fuperficial obferver would fufpedt. 
e turn, however, to the more gencral walks of 
aw. 
' Here then, our firft homage is due to the able 
work of Mr. Cruife on Dignities and Titles of Honour ¥- 
The fubject is curious in itfelf, and is treated’by him 
with fuccefsful inveftigation and clear arrangément. 
Extremely ufeful, as works ‘of legal ftudy or 
practical reference, are three which we noticed 
together: Mr. Ballantyne on the Statute of Limita- 


e No. lV, p- 421. + No. Ill, Pp: 288, 
z No, II, P- 153. ; 
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tions *, Mr. Difney, on aks relative to Elecions +, 
and Mr, Lawes, on pleading in Affumpfitt. The 
practitioner who may. be led to thefe by our com- 
mendation of them will we think: feel grateful for 
the intimation. More’ elaborate and extenfive is the 
work on Wills and Codicils produced by Mr, Roberts 4. 
a fubjet of importance to all who have or who expect 
property ; yet how imperfeétly underftood, even’ in 
the profeffion may be tettified by the wills of many 
practical lawyers; On the bill intended to regulate 
the keeping of Parifh Regifters Mr. Partridge 4 
Bofton has twice publifhed §; we truft that, by the 
and other efforts, the Jaw will at length be made at 
once beneficial to the public, and not injurious to In~ 
dividuals, ‘That fuch was the intention of the framers 
of it, from the firft, we fee no. caufe to doubt. 


Putrosopmay and Arts, 


The tale of a petrified ‘city has often amufed the 
lovers of wonder, but the philofopher actually leads 
us into a petrified world. In three volumes quarto, 
which might eafily have. been extended to twite 
the number, Mr, Parkinfon@ has given -us firft the 
vegetable, and fince the animal remains. of a former 
{tate of this globe, as they are found in a foffil ftate. 
It is not eafy to imagine a more curious work, and 
the plates by which it is illuftrated are of the moft 
elegant and accurate execution. 


But there are fome to whom the arts invented a 
hey: 


are more attractive than the wonders of nature, 


had rather have the hiftory of the art which repre~ 
fents the foffils, than that of the fpecimens themfelves ; 
and thy truth is that the mind may be beneficially em- 


* No, I. p. 86. + Ib. p. 87. t Ib. p. 88. 
| No. IV. p. 409. § No. I. p. go. and No. ILL, p. g11. 
I No. V. p. 437. and VI. p. 580. 
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in both fpeculations. To the latter tlafs, 
nn we re yeroomart Mr. Opie's excellent, 
though unfinifhed, Leéures on Painting * ; with the 
very interefting accounts of the» man, given by his 
widow and his friends. Nor will ‘the tract of A/r. 
Landjeer, thort as it is, on the proper mode of en~ 
couraging the art of Engraving +, be found unworthy 
of notice. In the long difputed queftion of the origi 
of the ftyle of architecture ufually called Gothic, re- 
courfe muft be had to two works, the arguments of 
which the judicious reader will balance for himfelf. 
Thefe are the pofthumous work of A4r. Whittington, 
publifhed by Lord Aberdeen, now prefident. of the 
Society of Antiquaries: and the fmaller but elegant 
work of Dr. Milner: the former treating on the 
Architecture of France, the latter on that of England, 
at the fame period. They were defcribed by us 
togetherf. The collection of Effays, named the 
Artif, being the work chiefly of real artis, will 
be highly acceptable to the enlightened critic and 
connoifieur: and proves an attention to,the theory of 
art which mult have beneficial effects, The edition 
of the works of Hogarth, as colleéted and defcribed 
by Mr, Nichol’s §, cannot fail to be welcomed by 
the public. The popularity ef, that original and 
truly moral artift is not likely to decline. } 


’ 57 MEDICINE, 


The works in this clafs at prefent to be mene 
tioned, though not large, are valuable, and fome of 
the beft are in the department of the Surgeon. 
Such is clearly the important volume of Mr. Home 
on the diieafes of the Profate Gland |, a work, in 
fome refpetts, of difcovery, and in all of found infor- 


* No. V.p. sr4. 


+ No. VI. p. 6c0. 
; No. Il. p. 160. et 7 


| No. IV. p. 366. 
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mation. The traé&t of Mr. Trye on the operation for 
the Stone *, and that of Dr. Hutchinfon on the Pop 
liteal. Aneurifm +, are well entitled to attention :from 
practitioners. Dr. Ailey’s judicious volume), on 
Hydrargyria t, a peculiar difeafe arifing from the ufe 
of Mercury, throws much light upon a fubject hithers 
to but little inveftigated. Dr. Lempriere details:the 
virtues of a fine Chalybeate lately difcovered ina 
place where every other. natural aid to health had 
always exifted in perfetion, namely, in the Je of 
Wight ||. The valetudinary vifitant, exhaufted either 
by bulinefs or diffipation, will doubtlefs take advan. 
tage of this ditovery, 


Portry. 


We are here in a fertile region, and thé harveft 
is very pleafing. -The moft popular of the late pro- 
ductions is Childe Harold, the unfinifhed poem of 
Lord Byron§. -Nor fhall we deny that it deferves 
its popularity; though the abfurdity of founding a 
defcription of modern perfons, places, and manners, 
cn a kind of ancient tale, is fo glaring as to be almoft 
unaccountable. The ingenuity of the poet who at 
all furmounts this difficulty muft be extraordinary, 
and Lord Byron does. in faét furmount it, in a great 
degree, by an irrefiftible flow of elegant verfe, ani- 
mated defcription, and original fentiment. We 
fhould be glad if we could fay as much for Mr. 
Southey, whofe wild rhapfody, Kehama q, if too in- 
genious to be wholly omitted, is certainly too abfurd 
to be praifed. It is exactly the profufion.of a fpend- 
thrift, who waftes his wealth, merely for the gratifi- 
cation of his vanity, in things which can neither 
benefit himfelf nor others. The remains of Blacket ** 
and Worgan ++ excite a melancholy pleafure ; though 


* No. V.p. 528. + No.V.p.52z9. + No. III. p. 343. 
t No. VI. p. 639. § Now V.p.479- @ No. III. p. 272. 
#* No, Il. p.185. +t No. IIL. p. 305. 
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beyond all doubt, an early death; with pious refigna- 
tion, — in reafon'to be thought much happier 
than 2 life which was to depend for fupport upon the. 
breath of public favour, and the penurious profits 

rfhip. The number of minor poets, who de- 
ferve fome praife, though they cannot be highly exe 
tolied, is too great for enumeration. They muft be’ 
fought in the firft fection of our Monthly Catalogues, 
where they will with cafe be found, Several indeed 
are anonymous ; as the Poem on the Wye*, the col- 
leétion called Metrical Effufions +, and others’; and 
when the authors come forward with their names 
they fhall meet with more attention. _Mr.-Ferningham, 
as an eftablithed bard, may expeét fome mention of 
his Farewe/ ~; and in-truth they muft have little 
feeling, who regret not the final departure even of a 
mere acquaintance. We return therefore Farewel, for 
his farewel ! and wifh him all the fame to which he can 
afpire. The reader will find fome ingenious poetry, 
particularly Latin -poetry, in the third volume of 
Mr. Skinner's pofthumous Works |. .We did not 
mention the former volumes, under Divinity, becaufe 
though we efteem the learning we do not receive the - 
fy{tem of the author. ) 

The collections of our national Poetry are now 
becoming numerous, but no one hitherto has united 
fo many advantages as that which was conducted by 
Mr. Chalmers}. The important additions to the 
colleCtion, the beauty of the paper and type, but 
above all the highly valuable biographical additions, 
flamp a value upon the edition which can hardly be 
too highly citimated. The Editor’s fame as a bio- 
graphical writer is daily increafing, by the publication 
of the completeft work of that kind that has ever yet 
been produced @. A neat edition of the poetry of 
* No. V.p. 523. + No. Vi.p.635.. + No. I. p. 97. 
| No. die _§ No. I. p. 8. ad Ip. io. fis 

@ ‘* The General Biographical Didtienary.’* Three volumes 


are now publithed (July) which afford a fufficient pledge for the 
exceilerce of the whole. P ; 


Burns, 
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Burns, with fome confiderable ' additions *, is alfo 
worthy of notice. Of the engraved illuftrations, 
the comic: are the beft; abd fome of them of uncom-. 
mon merit. : 


NoveLs, 


With the periodical manufacture of novels, def- 
tined to ‘upply the the. liftlefs reading of fummer. 
wanderers, we do not profefs to meddle. Now aad 
then an exempt cafe demands our notice. Such 
have we found Mi/s Hawkins’s production, entitled 
the Counte/s and Gertrude} , which, though disfigured 
by fome minor blemifhes; contains enough of inge- 
nuity and original thought, to fet up twenty novel- 
fpinners. ‘Though we cannot equally commend the 
production of Mrs. Opie, entitled Temper t, we do 
nat feel inclined to pats it by in filence, There are 
authors who, when they write below themfelves, {till 
furpafs the multitude; and that this lady is of the 
number will hardly be denied. We by no means 
counfel: Mr. Card to continue, in this line of author- 
fhip; his former productions being of a better kind : 
but in his Beaufard || there will be found. fufficient 
merit ta reward che perufal, and a fair proportion of 
originality. 


MIscELLAD. 3s. 


To the.anonymous author of the paper entitled 
the Projector §, we-own. ourfelves indebted for much 
of liberal amufement. We felt continually the force 
of.the claflical queftion, 


* No. II. p. 132. + No. I. p. 30. t No. V. p. 526. 
W No. VI. p. 571. § No. IL]. p, 294. 4 
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for, with all the livelinefs of the author, he never. 
fails to inftruét; and his lucubrations are always of 
the moft beneficial tendency. In the American 
Effays entitled Salmagundi * there is more of buffoon- 
ery, and lefs of folidity; but ic it may gratify eu- 
riofity to fee how the cffayifts of this country are 
imitated beyond the Atlantic. Mr. Gilchrift’s letter 
to Mr. Gifford+ is worthy’ of remark, from the 
foundnefs of its arguments and the liberality of its 
objet. We truft alfo that its object will be attained, 
and that the fair fame of -honeft Old Ben will’ no 
longer require protection. ° 

During the prefent laudable defire to improve 
the education of the poor, we cannot recommend 
our readers to a better fource of information, than 
Sir Thomas Bernards Account of the Barrington 
Scboolt; a feminary eftablifhed by the liberality 
and fupported by the protection of the Bifhop of 
Durham. The patriotic and truly’ chriftian zeal 
of the worthy. prelate and his friend is never relaxed, 
and the poor will long be bound to blefs their various 
efforts, 

Our tafk muft here terminate: and we paufe with 
the fenfation, which we have often felt, that of all 
the exertions of Criticifm none is fo gratifying, nor 
in fa€&t fo ufeful to the mind, as the beftowing of 
praife, where praife has been well deferved. It is 
ufeful alfo to the perfons commended. 





non parvas animo dat gloria vires, 
Et facunda facit peCtora laudis amor, 
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